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UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD ROUTE 


store and the officer delivered his prepared speech. He then placed his hand on 
the saddle and claimed it a gift from the great white father in Washington. But 
Washakee would have none of it. He made no move to accept the gift nor did 
he make any reply to the big talk. It was finally discovered that he would only 

) receive the saddle if it were tendered to him by his friend “‘Totesee-motesee,” 
the Indian name for Judge Carter.'° 


Ironically, Judge Carter’s death resulted, indirectly at least, in an effort to 
aid his Indian friends, Tn the snring of 1RRN the TTS Gavornmant unc pon. 


COLORADO 


Fort Bridger was given, Judge Carter was instrument 
tion of the commanding officer the practicability 
across the Uinta Mountains to the proposed site of t 
be a much shorter and more direct route than the one 
City, Utah. There were two trails in use by the Uint: 
reservation and Fort Bridger. One crossed immediat 
and was known as the Soldiers’ Trail because it was 
General Marcy in 1857 on his trip to New Mexico to 
Johnston’s troops. The other, known as the Lodge 
point near present-day Burntfork in Wyoming to A 
mer of 1881, General George Crook, Department of ¢ 
tion trip across the mountains from Fort Bridge 
found the Gilbert Peak trail impractical for a wegon 
the Lodge Pole Trail as advised by Judge Carter. Sinc 
building the road, Judge Carter undertook at his o 
making a passable road along the designated route, ¢ 
adopted and improved later by the War Department 
was approaching, there was no time for surveys. He ; 
streams, corduroy marshes, clear a roadway th-ous 
construct two long and difficult dugways. As a f 
this enterprise, Judge Carter was taken sick 
Carter Creek after him, and died shortly afi 
Fort Bridger on 7 November 1881. Thus ende the 
who left his stamp not only on Fort Bridger but als 
state of Wyoming. 

According to Edgar Carter, son of the famous jud; 
not fond of Jim Bridger. He said that Bridger’s excess 
His many stories of encounters with Indians and bea: 
and he claimed credit for all the explorations west o 
Judge said that Bridger was densely ignorant, being un: 
that he had lived so long with the Indians that hi 
cunning and duplicity. 

Another longtime resident of Fort Bridger, but with 
Jim Bridger, was Jack Robinson, usually known as Unc 
name was John Robertson. He had heen livine on the 


